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ence. The questions and exercises at the end of each chapter suggest that the 
author expects his work to be used both as a text and as a reading-circle book. 
In either of these capacities it would be more valuable for what it suggests 
than for what it contains. 



Davis, C. O. Public Secondary Education. Chicago: Rand McNally 
& Co., 1917. 

The correct title of this book is " Public Secondary Education in Michigan." 
After devoting three chapters to the colonial Latin school, the middle period, 
and the early Northwest, the author begins his discussion with a chapter on 
early Michigan. Five chapters follow this one, the three most significant being 
one each Qn the academy movement, the union schools, and the high schools. 
It is in these chapters that one finds the explanation of current practices in 
secondary education in Michigan and to a certain extent in the nation at 
large. 

In the introduction Professor Davis makes the point that the history of 
secondary education in Michigan is in reality the general history of public 
secondary education in the entire United States, and that his discussion is a 
history of public secondary education in America viewed through the lenses of 
Michigan's history. While there is some justification of this point of view, 
yet one should not be led to feel that Mr. Davis has written a history of public 
secondary education in America — something that cannot be accomplished with 
other than meager results until scholars have done for public secondary edu- 
cation in each state what Professor Davis has done for this phase of Michigan's 
educational history. 

Rowe, Henry K. Society, Its Origin and Development. New York: 
Scribner, 1916. 

The method of this book is inductive rather than deductive, in which 
respect it differs from many of the books on elementary sociology. The plan 
of the writer is to take cross-sections of group life in order to obtain data for 
generalization, just as the biologist makes cross-sections of laboratory specimens 
in order to determine structure. By the use of such a method the author 
emphasizes the concrete rather than the abstract, thus furnishing the beginner 
a valuable introduction to the study of the principles of sociology as well as 
a prelude to the various social sciences. 

The greater part of the book is devoted to four cross-section views as 
follows: "Life in the Family Group," "Social Life in the Rural Community," 
"Social Life in the City," and "Social Life in the Nation." A list of the sub- 
jects treated in the cross-section view of community life illustrates the con- 
creteness of the material included therein. The topics are: the community 
and its history, the land and the people, occupations, recreation, rural institu- 
tions, rural education, the new rural school, rural government, health and 
beauty, morals in the rural community, the rural church, and a new type of 



CURRENT EDUCATIONAL WRITINGS 463 

rural institution. Each of these topics receives a somewhat brief but rather 
concrete treatment, both of which are adapted to the one entirely untrained 
in the sociological field. 

It is the custom at present for some high schools to offer a course in current 
sociological, economic, and civic problems. To those interested in such a 
course the book under review will have some interest. While it is not a suit- 
able text for such a course, it does contain much valuable and usable material 
relative to sociological problems. It is one of the many valuable reference books 
without the extensive use of which such a course as the foregoing is impossible. 



III. PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED 

(Detailed discussions of some of the following books will appear later.) 
GENERAL EDUCATIONAL THEORY AND PRACTICE 

Betts, George Herbert. Class-Room Method and Management. Indian- 
apolis: Bobbs-Merrill Co., 1917. Cloth. Pp. 386. 
Bourne, Randolph. Education and Living. New York: Century Co., 1917. 

Cloth. Pp. x+236. $1.25. 
Davis, Calvin 0. Public Secondary Education. Chicago: Rand McNally 

& Co., 1917. Cloth. Pp. xiv+270. 
Hughes, James L. Training the Children. New York: A. S. Barnes Co., 

191 7. Cloth. Pp. 148. 

A stimulating, inspiring, constructive series of essays. 
Leavitt, Frank M., and Brown, Edith. Elementary Social Science. New 

York: Macmillan, 191 7. Cloth. Crown 8vo, pp. 137. $0.80. 
Wilkinson, William Albert. Rural School Management. Boston: Silver, 

Burdett & Co., 191 7. Cloth. Pp. xiii+420. 

TEXTS AND SUPPLEMENTARY BOOKS FOR THE HIGH SCHOOL 

Armand, Emma C. Grammaire Elementaire. Boston: D. C. Heath & Co., 
1917. Cloth. Pp. viii+in. $0.60. 
Simple in style, written in French, supplemented by copious exercises. 

Ashley, Roscoe Lewis. The New Civics. A textbook for secondary schools. 
New York: Macmillan, 1917. Cloth. Crown 8vo, pp. xxviii+420. 
$1.25. 

House, Ralph E., and Babcock, Earle B. Trois Contes de Theuriet. New 
York: Henry Holt & Co., 1917. Cloth. Pp. viii+185. 
A legend, a charming story, and a love affair in the early life of the author — 

all delightfully told. Notes and vocabulary. 

Merington, Marguerite. Holiday Plays. Five one-act pieces for Wash- 
ington's birthday, Lincoln's birthday, Memorial Day, Fourth of July, and 
Thanksgiving. New York: Duffield & Co., 1917. Cloth. i2mo,pp. 164. 
$1.50. 



